
3. From Councillor Gant to Councillor Sinclair
In order to help monitor the effective progress of the use of Public Spaces Protection Orders 
(PSPOs), will the board member inform council how many occasions the city centre order has led 
to enforcement action under the following circumstances:

-North of St Giles Church
-inside University Parks
-inside any other property owned and managed by the University of Oxford -inside the grounds of a 
college of the university

Written Response
The purpose of the PSPO has always been to set out minimum standards of behaviour when 
entering an area with the aim to challenge inappropriate behaviour and change culture over time. 
With the emphasis being on information and advice we have always expected a high degree of 
compliance. This is mostly achieved by use of the advice sheets that we have around begging, 
busking and peddling. Over 200 advice sheets have been given out to people since the 
introduction of the PSPO in Feb 2016, and one fixed penalty issued. The vast majority of these are 
issued in Cornmarket Street and surrounding streets.
The arrangement agreed with the University and colleges is that incidents are referred to the 
University security service to deal with first, some of which have been relevant to the PSPO. If the 
University or Colleges wish for additional support under the PSPO they will contact the council. 
Officers regularly meet with the University security service to discuss incidents affecting their land 
and buildings. This information exchange keeps the environment clean and safe and is a 
successful example of multi-agency working.
I believe that the situation in the city centre has improved since the PSPO was introduced and that 
there is much less tension in the area around the competing needs and views of the various 
stakeholders and individuals.

Supplementary question
Please can we see the agreement with the University, and is the scope of the PSPO too wide?

Response
I will check if one is available and give a written response. University land was included because of 
the potential for the displacement of problem behaviour onto their land.


