
3. Address by Sharyn Hyde, PSPnO campaign group– with written and summary of verbal 
response

My name is Sharyn Hyde. I’m here as a representative of the PSPnO campaign group, which was 
formed to oppose the Waterways PSPO. I am addressing you here today to ask that you oppose 
the implementation of a PSPO on Oxford’s waterways as short- sighted, unworkable and likely to 
increase problems on Oxford’s waterways. It was developed in discussion with local housed 
residents and landowners, and with very little involvement with boat dwellers, despite the terms 
primarily affecting us. We ask that instead of supporting the PSPO you use this opportunity to 
create positive alternatives that build on Oxford’s rich waterways heritage and increase cohesion 
between communities.
The PSPO is unworkable for many reasons. A few examples are:
• Making it a crime to moor in ways permitted by primary legislation criminalises legitimate boating 

activity. Seeking permission from the landowner when mooring is often not possible.
• The PSPO is too poorly worded and non-specific as to be enforceable, unless OCC wishes to 

ban all mooring in Oxford.
• If the river is in flood conditions, it isn’t safe to move. In the winter, this can be for several weeks, 

even months.
• The PSPO may lead to reduced boat presence in some areas. Boat presence often limits anti-

social behaviour.
• Boaters use solid fuel stoves to heat their homes, and engines to generate electricity. Both of 

these are protected under international human rights law. Boats are homes and yet these homes 
could be left unheated and without lighting, running water or power during winter because of the 
PSPO.

• The implementation of the PSPO is susceptible to “vexatious complainers”. How can this be 
judged by an enforcement official?

Boaters’ experience prejudice in a number of ways:
We are concerned that introducing a PSPO will escalate existing tensions between boaters and 
local residents and city council officers. Some examples of harassment include:
• Several boaters moored on visitor moorings in Jericho have experienced questioning as to how 
long they planned to stay, being told (incorrectly) by local residents how long they are allowed to 
stay for, and some residents have alluded to the PSPO and made derogatory comments about 
‘breaking the rules’ to boat dwellers who have been doing nothing wrong.
• We have heard reports of council officers threatening boaters with the PSPO.
• Boaters have been criticised for polluting the area, or creating smells.
I personally have been told by a CRT employee that local residents in Jericho were anti boater and 
that BW (CRT’s predecessor) had to fight to retain the one 7 day mooring stretch in the City. I was 
also shocked on another occasion to hear the views of someone who lives along the waterway and 
had known me for some time talk about boaters as people who steal things and don’t pay their 
way. I left Oxford City in July 2014 due to poor conditions of mooring sites and antagonistic 
landowners. The individual and systemic pressures affect us in multiple ways. I had to sign a piece 
of paper declaring myself homeless to enable myself to vote. I am not homeless. I love boating. It’s 
not an easy lifestyle, but I accept that as part of my choice. What I didn’t realise was how much the 
sense of being unwelcome and feeling that I constantly needed to watch my behaviour eroded my 
sense of peace and relaxation. I didn’t realise this until I stopped very recently after having 
successfully bid for a mooring. The PSPO would increase this feeling for all boat dwellers 
throughout the City of Oxford and would legitimise those who harass boaters for simply being 
there.
Positive Alternatives To The PSPO:
The use of a PSPO narrows down the options for collaborative solutions between OCC, housed 
residents and boat dwellers on the waterways in and around Oxford. The PSPO will create 
divisions between waterways users, housed residents, and OCC. We have seen that UMBEG 
didn't work as it was enforcement based and had no effective boater representation.
Alternatively, the time, effort and expertise of all the groups and agencies currently involved could 
be used to find genuine, sustainable solutions to the problems that the PSPO claims it will deal 
with. Oxford City and County Council has an excellent track record in working with a range of 



stakeholders to create positive solutions to problems in other areas, and developing social 
infrastructure that lasts over the years. The creation of Low Carbon Oxford, and the ongoing 
support the County Council provides to the Community Action groups (CAGS) are hallmarks of 
good practice across the UK. Instead of bringing in a PSPO, this is an opportunity for creative 
thinking. The council could establish a working group along the lines of its already established area 
forums, with full participation of all waterways users and residents.
We note that no other Local Authority in the entire UK has used a PSPO for enforcement on the 
waterways. Oxford is conspicuous in being the only authority pursuing this, which is surprising 
given its strong record in Council- community collaboration in other areas. This is an opportunity for 
Oxford City Council to embrace and work with the expertise, goodwill, experience, dedication and 
commitment of residential boat dwellers, and other waterways users, to generate a positive 
example of lasting social and physical infrastructure.

Written Response from Councillor Sinclair
Thank you for your submission to Council on the draft Waterways PSPO for consultation. I found 
our meeting with the PSPNo group very useful and constructive where we discussed many of the 
concerns you raise in your submission. 'I want to give sufficient time for further stakeholder 
discussions to ensure we look at alternative solutions thoroughly and will review the position in 6 
months’ time, before any wider public consultation takes place.

Summary of the verbal response given by Councillor Sinclair at the meeting
Thank you for your comments and for coming to speak to us, and we will continue to talk to you 
and will take more time to decide on the best way to resolve the anti-social behaviour creating 
problems for all waterways users.
   


